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League of Women Voters of Natick


Board Meeting Minutes
DECEMBER 12, 2006 at 7:30pm
Natick Police Station Community Room
Members: Holly Anderson, Lucia Frenkel, Maureen Gormley, Tina Kruczynski, Terry Miller, Maria Waller 
Absent Member: Diane Packer
Guest Member: Josh Ostroff
Maria called the meeting to order at 7:34pm.
1. Review and Status of Minutes, November 14, 2006 – Minutes were unanimously approved.
2. Nominating Committee and Budge Committee formation – Maria emailed a few members asking if they were interested in joining either of these committees. There was discussion of who in the membership would sit on these committees. Mary Avalos is still the only member on the Nominating Committee. 
3. January membership meeting update – Carol Gloff has offered to host the membership meeting again this year.  The Board would like to have a speaker who would talk about what the State LWV does for its members.  Maria is still working on finding the appropriate person.  However, she has found a speaker who would speak about the status of a new senior/community center.
4. Newsletter  – The president’s letter will include information on the many volunteer opportunities being created through the LWVs’ focus on increasing voter turnout. There will also be a calendar and a description of the Board’s positions.  The Board then discussed the responsibility of the positions.
5. Single-payer healthcare topic interest  – Maria received a letter about the topic of a single-payer health care system from the Amherst League. The Amherst League is looking for other LWVs to take a similar position as they (Pro) on this topic.  There was discussion of whether we would want to take a position on this issue.
Maria received a call from a prospective member, who is not a LWV member, but would like the LWV to study this issue. The Board decided that the LWV has too much on its plate at this point.
6.  Voter Turnout Study action  – Josh Ostroff discussed the LWV’s involvement in helping to put together a “Citizens Guide”. He handed out an example from another town. He envisions a publication and website that would give a perspective on what town government does, and how citizens can get involved.  A lot of this information already exist for Natick and would not be hard to obtain.  The Guide would also give the history of Natick, in addition to what the LWV does.  It could be updated perhaps every three years, with the hope of making it timeless…no elected officials’ names.

Josh was not sure what the costs would be. He wants some consensus first that we would be able to pursue this with volunteers from our membership. He has already mentioned it to the Rotary Club, but will continue talking to other potential donors. In a couple weeks he’ll come back with an outline of what’s needed regarding volunteers, cost, and a timeline.  He sees this as complimentary to other plans we have in mind to increase voter turnout in Natick.   Holly volunteered to help.  
Josh recorded a show on Pegasus of interviews of former elected officials. We would like to have a link on our website “publicizing” this show.

Natick 360 chairs would like to distribute something like this at their next forum in May/June.  They have many volunteers who would want to help out with this project.  They have also thought about starting a website in time for the forum.  It would be a separate website from the towns’.
Maria suggested sending an email to the membership alerting them to the following up-coming action items: 


Election guide


Citizens guide


Possibly a candidates’ information night in the fall


Candidate Forum in the spring


Letter-writing campaign

Lecture series for members


Pegasus interviews on our website

7. Dec./Jan. dinner out? – There was discussion about when and where. The Board decided that we were all so busy before the holidays and that we should revisit this discussion at the next board meeting. As always, this dinner out would be open to all members.
8. Next Board Meeting  – December 12, 2006
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Tina Kruczynski, Secretary
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