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The League of Women Voters of Natick

January 2008 
Volume 5, Issue 2
President’s Message 
Dear LWV-Natick Member:

Things are getting exciting:  it’s election season!    The Board has been very busy organizing for spring.  Thanks to Terry Miller we held a very successful voter registration drive at the High School—roughly 60 students registered to vote! (Don’t forget to vote in the Massachusetts Primary February 5th).

Membership Meeting:  A meeting of the LWV-Natick membership will take place on February 10 from 2-3:30 in the Lebowitz Room at the Morse Institute Library.  After a short business meeting, Town Administrator Martha White and Board of Selectman member Kristine Van Amsterdam will speak on the topic “Who Pays for Town Government?”  This is intended to be an oral primer on town finance—highly relevant to current times.  The business meeting is for members only, but the remainder of the event is open to the public.  Light refreshments will be served.

Candidate Forums:  Since five people are running for two seats on the Board of Selectmen, Natick will hold a preliminary election on February 26, and that means LWV Natick will hold a candidate’s forum.  Please join us on February 13 in the Lebowitz Room at the Morse Institute Library from 7-9 p.m. to meet the candidates, hear them speak, and get your questions answered.  This event is open to the public, so please spread the word to your neighbors!

For the general election March 25, two candidate forums will be held, hopefully to include candidates for Planning Board, Town Moderator, Housing Authority Board, Assessor, and the surviving candidates for Selectman.  The first forum will be March 13 from 7-9 p.m. at the Senior Center; the second will also be at the Senior Center, March 14 from 9-11 a.m.  Again, these events are open to the public.

Override Forum:  If an operational override is in fact proposed, LWV Natick intends to hold a pro-con style moderated forum with speaker(s) from each side some time during the week before the election.  


Groups on both sides are forming as this newsletter went to press; once they coalesce, we will be able to identify and invite appropriate speakers.  The forum is tentatively set to take place at the Senior Center on March 19 from 7-9 p.m.  Additional information on this potential event will be available as the date approaches.  

Please save these dates—and bring a friend when you come!  

Holly Anderson 

President, LWV Natick

Membership Update
Thanks to the following additional members for renewing their League membership for the 2007-2008 membership year: 
   Mary Avalos

   Charlotte Lebowitz

   Lynne Montrose

   Diane Packer & Paul Greismer

   Kathleen Trainor



To renew your membership in the League of Women Voters in Natick, use the back of this newsletter or go to the following link to print out a membership form: 

http://www.lwvnatick.org/membership.html. 

Citizen Education Fund

You’ve been requesting it, and now the LWV—Natick Has a Citizen Education Fund.  

What is the Citizen Education Fund?

The Citizen Education Fund is a way for our local Natick League to accept donations from contributors that wish a tax-deductible status for their contributions. 

How can the money in the Citizen Education Fund Account be used?
Projects must be educational, must reach a general audience,  and cannot support League membership activities. Some examples of acceptable uses of Education Fund money include Know Your Town pamphlets; directories of public officials or service providers in your community; voters service activities; purchase of educational publications for the general public or your own League’s use; debates; voters’ guides; and voter registration drives.

The Natick League hopes to use the funds that have been deposited in the Citizen Education Fund to help support a voter’s guide to the Spring 2008 election.  You can contact anyone on the Board for more information on this project or to volunteer.  If the fund grows sufficiently, we could do bigger projects—for example, take the proposed-but-not-yet-realized Citizen’s Guide to Town Government off the table and put it onto the production line.
How can you contribute to the Natick League’s Citizen Education Fund?

 In order to contribute to the Citizen Education Fund, all checks must be made payable to the LWVM Citizen Education Fund. You mail your contribution to the Natick League, who will then forward the check to the State League Office.  The State League Office will provide the bookkeeping services for this account until our local League is ready to use it. Tax-deductible donations cannot be made directly to a local or state League because, although all local Leagues are non-profit organizations [501(c)(4)], they are not tax-deductible organizations [501(c)(3)] due to the lobbying activities in which they engage. 

LWV of Natick Calendar

	February

	2/5
	
	Massachusetts Primary

	2/10
	2:00-3:30 p.m.
	LWV-Natick Membership Meeting
Morse Library, Lebowitz Meeting Hall
Topic:  Who Pays for Town Government?

Speakers:  Natick Town Administrator Martha White, Selectman Kristine van Amsterdam
Business Meeting: Members Only

Lecture: Open to the Public—Tell Your Friends!

	2/11
	7:15—9:00 p.m.
	Board Meeting
Morse Library, Study Room 1C 

All members welcome!

	2/13
	7:00—9:00 p.m.
	Candidate Forum (Selectmen Candidates Only)

Morse Library, Lebowitz Meeting Hall

	2/26
	
	Natick Preliminary Election—Board of Selectmen

	

	March

	3/10
	7:15—9:00 p.m.
	Board Meeting
Morse Library, Study Room 1C 

All members welcome!

	3/13
	7:00—9:00 p.m.


	Candidate Forum (General Election)

Natick Senior Center
Open to the Public—Tell Your Friends!

	3/14
	9:00—11:00 a.m.


	Candidate Forum (General Election)

Natick Senior Center
Open to the Public—Tell Your Friends!

	3/19
	7:00—9:00 p.m.
	Operational Override Forum (Tentative)
Natick Senior Center
Open to the Public—Tell Your Friends!

	3/25
	
	Natick General Election—All Open/Contested Seats

	
	
	

	April     

	4/8, 10
	
	Town Meeting

	4/14
	7:15—9:00 p.m.
	Board Meeting

Morse Library, Study Room 1C 

All members welcome! 


Membership Form

Name/Names _________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________    Best time to call _____________________

Email _____________________________________________________

Permission to use email to send LWVN sponsored information only- Yes ____No ___

Membership Dues for the year starting July 1, 2007.
_____ New
  _____Renewal   _____ $50 one-year Individual Membership

_____ $75 one-year Household Membership for two members who share an address

_____ I am unable to join the League at this time but enclose a donation of $______ to the   League of Women Voters of Natick which will be used for local league activities.

Please make checks payable to The League of Women Voters of Natick, and mail this form to: 

LWVN Membership

P.O. BOX 468

Natick, MA 01760

Membership dues and contributions to the League of Women Voters are not tax deductible
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LWV of Natick


P.O. Box 468


Natick, MA  01760











LWV of Natick Executive Board 2007-2008





President    	Holly Anderson


Vice President   	Tina Kruczynski 


Secretary   	OPEN SEAT


Treasurer  	Lucia Frenkel


Membership  	Terry Miller


Program & Action  	OPEN SEAT


Voter Service   	OPEN SEAT


Internal Communications   	OPEN SEAT


External Communications	Maureen Gormley





P.O. Box 468, Natick, MA  01760


www.lwvnatick.org











The Outlook









