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President’s Message 

Greetings!
Our fall season always starts with a bang at Natick Days.  For the past several years we have hosted the Junior Obstacle Course.  It is not the tamest of venues, but it continues to be a fantastic fundraiser.  Thank you very much to Valerie Brewster for coordinating the event.  And thanks to all the volunteers who helped with manning the obstacle course.

We have since been involved in a couple more staid events.  On October 10, we co-hosted the Town Government Open House with the Board of Selectmen.  Thank you to our members who staffed our table at the library entrance.  We are pleased that the turnout of the general public was noticeably higher than last year.   Also during that evening Jay Ball, wearing his Voter Turnout Study Committee hat, presented the committee’s work and recommendations.  Thank you Jay.  This was part of our effort to educate the membership about our study prior to the November 12, consensus meeting.  Thanks
to our members who attended.  



Please be sure to save the date for our consensus meeting—November 12, 2 pm, in the Lebowitz Meeting Hall of the Morse Institute Library.

On October 30, we sponsored a candidate forum for the State Representative race between incumbent David Linsky (D) and challenger William Whittlesey (R).  If you were not able to attend, try to catch it on Natick Pegasus.  And, of course, be sure to vote November 7!  If you happen to be at the library on voting day, look for our bake sale table.  We will be hosting our second fundraiser of the year there.

Finally, we plan to add a social event to our fall line-up.  Watch for details about a Sunday afternoon gathering in early December.  We would very much like to provide more opportunities for us to get to know one another and develop a LWV identity.

Hope to see you at our upcoming events!

Maria Waller

President, LWV Natick

 Natick Days Update
Thanks to all of our members who helped with the fundraising efforts at Natick Days. We earned $632 taking tickets at the junior obstacle course, and another $17.50 from the donations basket. Thanks to everyone who volunteered to take tickets and work at the table, and thanks especially to Valerie Brewster, for coordinating all of the volunteers.
Thank You!
Thanks to the following League members, who have renewed their membership for the 2006-2007 membership year:
	  Ruth Aisenberg
	Charlotte Lebowitz

	  Erica and Jay Ball
	Terry Miller

	  Valerie Brewster
	Lynne Montross

	  Betty Courtemanche
	Moira Munns

	  Joan Craig 
  Sheila Cram 
	Denise Nelkin and
Craig Ross

	  Nancy and Tim

  Donohue 
	Diane Packer and
Paul Griesmere

	  Kathleen Donovan
	Margie Packer

	  Terri Evans
	Jan Phlegar

	  Lucia Frenkel 
	Susan Salamoff

	  Carol Gloff

  Peter and Maureen 
  Gormley
	Sherry Sandoval and David Lavalley
Harlee Strauss and

	  Christine and 
  Thomas Hubbard
	Janet Yardley
Laura Senier and

	  Marcia Kaufman
  Tina Kruczynski
	Ken Pappas 
Susan and John Tavela

	  Susan Lane
	Margery Wadness

	
	Maria Waller


Welcome to this year’s new Natick League members:
	  Karen Adelman
	Susan Shea

	  Holly Anderson
	Sandra Sidney

	  Kendall Chenoweth
	Kathleen Trainor

	  Frederica Dimmick
	Eunice Wilson


And a very special thank you to the following contributors to the Natick League:
	  Joan Craig
	Alissa Leonard

	  Marjorie Gove
	Sally McCoubrey



Natick Holds Second Town Government Open House
On October 10, the Natick LWV was pleased to co-sponsor the second annual Town Government Open House with the Board of Selectmen at the Morse Institute Library.  
The objective of this event was to encourage citizens to volunteer to serve on Natick’s various boards and commissions.  The evening offered an opportunity for citizens to meet members of those boards in an informal setting and learn more about what the board does and how they might become involved.  It also gave board representatives—a number of whom were relatively new to town government—more exposure to their fellow volunteers.  
Approximately 50 boards were invited to participate, and about 35 sent a representative or provided written information about the board’s activities—5 more than last year.  The information distributed that evening included a basic outline of each board’s composition (including contact information), whether its members are elected or appointed (and if appointed, by whom), the scope of the board’s responsibilities, and a brief summary of any issues under current deliberation.  (This information is available on the web at http://natick.info/notices/tgoh_committee_snapshots.pdf.)  In addition, Town Meeting members were invited to attend so that residents could meet them to ask questions or discuss concerns.
Jay Ball gave a slide-show and presentation from the Voter Study Committee, affording LWV members and others a chance to preview the findings of the Study Committee.  Jay’s presentation was well received—Thanks, Jay!


Those who stay away from the election think that one vote will do no good: 'Tis but one-step more to think one vote will do no harm.  











– Ralph Waldo Emerson
Save the Date!

Consensus Meeting

Sunday, November 12, 2006, 2 p.m.

Lebowitz Meeting Hall
Morse Institute Library

At this, the Natick League’s first-ever Consensus Meeting, the Voter Turnout Study committee will present its findings and recommendations.  There will be time for questions.  A members-only discussion will follow, led by a LWV-trained facilitator.  To be decided:  whether the Natick League should endorse the study’s findings and adopt the recommendations of the committee.

Copies of the study report were recently sent to members.  If you are a member and did not receive a copy of the report, please contact Maria Waller at 508.655.5938 or mcnwaller@comcast.net.

Membership, attendance and informed participation in the Consensus Meeting is crucial.  Please make every effort to attend; if possible, please review the study report before hand.  

New Voting Rights Law Enacted

On September 19, 2006, Governor Romney signed S. 2277, the “Strengthening Voting Rights and

Voter Confidence” law.  The new legislation 
· requires the Secretary of the Commonwealth to provide a Voters’ Bill of Rights at every polling place, on the Secretary’s website, and in appropriate publications of the Secretary.
· enables cities and towns to hire poll workers who live in another Massachusetts city or town and enables people ages 16 and 17 to serve as poll workers, provided they satisfy certain requirements.
· prohibits elections officials from serving as campaign chair or co-chair, treasurer, or fundraiser for any campaign other than their own, eliminating any perception of bias among election officials.
Additional information on the new law can be found at http://lwvma.org/S2277information.shtml.

LWV of Natick Calendar, 2006-2007

	November

	11/7
	
	ELECTION DAY LWV bake sale at Morse Institute Library

	11/12
	2 p.m.
	Consensus Meeting for the Voter Turnout Study

Lebowitz Meeting Hall, Morse Institute Library
Committee Presentation, Members-Only Facilitated Discussion

	11/14
	7:15 – 9:00 pm
	Board Meeting

Community Room, Natick Police Department 

All members welcome!

	December

	12/10
	Time and place TBA
	Afternoon Tea/Discussion

	12/12
	7:15 – 9:00 pm
	Board Meeting

Community Room, Natick Police Department 

All members welcome!

	January

	1/9
	7:15—9:00 p.m.
	Board Meeting

Community Room, Natick Police Department 

All members welcome! 

	1/21
	Time and place TBA
	Membership Meeting

	February

	3/11
	Time and Place TBA
	Membership Letter-Writing Campaign 

	3/13
	7:15—9:00 p.m.
	Board Meeting

Community Room, Natick Police Department 

All members welcome! 
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LWV of Natick


P.O. Box 468


Natick, MA  01760





Web Watch:                                                                                        


Natick 360





“Natick 360” is the name given a four-phase, long-range planning process currently underway in our town.  That process should result in a 5-year action plan, scheduled to be completed around Natick’s 360th anniversary year.  The plan will address the substance of a resolution passed by the Annual Town Meeting of 2005, in which it was recognized that Natick is rapidly changing, growing needs of its residents must be met with limited financial resources, and coordination and cooperation among multiple stakeholder groups was therefore crucial.





The major Phase II event: a Vision for the Future Weekend, which took place October 27-29, during which several 2-hour workshops designed for public participation were held.  





Although it’s too late to participate in a workshop, members of the Natick community can still contribute to the planning process: visit http://www.natick360.org/survey.html and take a survey!  Phase III will result in a report—“Natick: Our Strategic Options”—to arrive in April 2007.  Phase IV will then afford another opportunity for direct input: Community Meetings will take place in which members of the public can help determine which strategic options should be made highest priority. 





For more information and to keep current with planning progress, visit http://www.natick360.org.  








LWV of Natick Executive Board 2006-2007





President    	Maria Waller


Vice President   	Diane Packer


Secretary   	Tina Kruczynski


Treasurer  	Lucia Frenkel


Membership  	OPEN SEAT


Program & Action  	OPEN SEAT


Voter Service   	Terry Miller


Internal Communications   	Holly Anderson


External Communications	Maureen Gormley





P.O. Box 468, Natick, MA  01760


www.lwvnatick.org








The Outlook









